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Thank you for worshiping with us today. 

Please sign the guest register in the entry  
as you leave the church today. 

WELCOME 
 

TODAY’S SERVICE 
 

March 8th, 2026 
Liturgy: Setting Two, WS page 12 

 

Speaker: Pastor Matthew Ude 
 

Organist: Lila Brown 
 

 
 

Liturgy: Worship Supplement 2000 compiled and edited by John C Reim  

Confession and Absolution – Text: from Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing 
House. 

Words of Institution – Text: From Martin Luther’s Small Catechism ©1988 Michael Sydow. 

Lord, Have Mercy – Tune and Setting: © 2000 John C. Reim. 

Glory to God in the Highest – Text: Prepared by the International Consultation on English Texts, alt. Tune and 
Setting: HYMN OF PRAISE: GLORY TO GOD by Michael A. Burkhardt. Tune and Setting: © 1995 Birnamwood Publica-
tions (ASCAP), a division of Morningstar Music Publishers, Inc. 

Verse – Text: From Christian Worship: A Lutheran Hymnal. © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. Tune and 
Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer. 

Holy, Holy, Holy – Text: Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955. ©1998 by Concordia Publishing House. Tune and Setting: Copy-
right © 1983 Augsburg Publishing House 

O Lord, Now Let Your Servant – Text: Ernest Rayden, 1886-1981, st. 1 Copyright © Board of Publication, Lutheran 
Church in America. Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955, st 2 © 1998 by Concordia Publishing House. Tune: public domain. 
Setting: © 1998 by Concordia Publishing House. 



PRE-SERVICE DEVOTION 
 

Oh come, let us sing to the LORD! Let us shout 
joyfully to the Rock of our salvation.  2 Let us 
come before His presence with thanksgiving; Let 
us shout joyfully to Him with psalms.  3 For the 
LORD is the great God, And the great King above 
all gods.  4 In His hand are the deep places of the 
earth; The heights of the hills are His also.  5 The 
sea is His, for He made it; And His hands formed 
the dry land.  6 Oh come, let us worship and bow 
down; Let us kneel before the LORD our Maker.  7 
For He is our God, And we are the people of His 
pasture, And the sheep of His hand. Today, if you 
will hear His voice:  8 "Do not harden your hearts, 
as in the rebellion, As in the day of trial in the 
wilderness,  9 When your fathers tested Me; They 
tried Me, though they saw My work. 

Psalm 95:1-9 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 
 

#140:1-4 Jesus I Will Ponder Now  
 

INVOCATION 
p In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 
 Holy Spirit. 

  

CONFESSION OF SINS 
p We have come into the presence of God, who creat-

ed us to love and serve him as his dear children. But 
we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath 
and punishment. Therefore, let us confess our sins 
to him and plead for his mercy.  
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all Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful 
from birth, In countless ways I have sinned against 
you and do not deserve to be called your child. But 
trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray; Have mercy on 
me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt.  

 

p God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. 
By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever. You 
are his own dear child. May God give you strength 
to live according to his will.  
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p Let us pray . . .  O God, whose glory it is to always 
have mercy, be gracious to all who have gone astray 
from Your ways and bring them again with peni-
tent hearts  and steadfast faith to embrace and hold 
fast the unchangeable truth of Your Word; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

 

 

THE WORD 
Exodus 17:1-7  Then all the congregation of the children of 
Israel set out on their journey from the Wilderness of Sin, 
according to the commandment of the LORD, and 
camped in Rephidim; but there was no water for the peo-
ple to drink.  2 Therefore the people contended with Mo-
ses, and said, "Give us water, that we may drink." And Mo-
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ses said to them, "Why do you contend with me? Why do 
you tempt the LORD?"  3 And the people thirsted there 
for water, and the people complained against Moses, and 
said, "Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to 
kill us and our children and our livestock with thirst?"  4 
So Moses cried out to the LORD, saying, "What shall I do 
with this people? They are almost ready to stone me!"  5 
And the LORD said to Moses, "Go on before the people, 
and take with you some of the elders of Israel. Also take in 
your hand your rod with which you struck the river, and 
go.  6 "Behold, I will stand before you there on the rock in 
Horeb; and you shall strike the rock, and water will come 
out of it, that the people may drink." And Moses did so in 
the sight of the elders of Israel.  7 So he called the name of 
the place Massah and Meribah, because of the contention 
of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the 
LORD, saying, "Is the LORD among us or not?" 

 

Romans 5:1-8   Therefore, having been justified by faith, 
we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ,  2 
through whom also we have access by faith into this grace 
in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of 
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God.  3 And not only that, but we also glory in tribula-
tions, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance;  4 
and perseverance, character; and character, hope.  5 Now 
hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has 
been poured out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was 
given to us.  6 For when we were still without strength, in 
due time Christ died for the ungodly.  7 For scarcely for a 
righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man 
someone would even dare to die.  8 But God demonstrates 
His own love toward us, in that while we were still sin-
ners, Christ died for us. 

 

p  Blessed are they who hear the word of God and 
keep it. 
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THE APOSTLES’ CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty, Maker of heaven 
and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the virgin Mary; 
Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose 
again from the dead;  He ascended into heaven and is seat-
ed at the right hand of God the Father almighty. From 
there He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit; the holy Christian Church, 
the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, The res-
urrection of the body and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
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#769 Lift High the Cross 
 

SERMON 
Matthew 4:1-11  Then Jesus was led up by the Spirit into 
the wilderness to be tempted by the devil.  2 And when He 
had fasted forty days and forty nights, afterward He was 
hungry.  3 Now when the tempter came to Him, he said, "If 
You are the Son of God, command that these stones be-
come bread."  4 But He answered and said, "It is writ-
ten,`Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word 
that proceeds from the mouth of God.'"  5 Then the devil 
took Him up into the holy city, set Him on the pinnacle 
of the temple,  6 and said to Him, "If You are the Son of 
God, throw Yourself down. For it is written:`He shall give 
His angels charge over you,' and,`In their hands they shall 
bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone.'"  7 
Jesus said to him, "It is written again,`You shall not tempt 
the LORD your God.'"  8 Again, the devil took Him up on 
an exceedingly high mountain, and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory.  9 And he said to 
Him, "All these things I will give You if You will fall down 
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and worship me."  10 Then Jesus said to him, "Away with 
you, Satan! For it is written,`You shall worship the LORD 
your God, and Him only you shall serve.'"  11 Then the devil 
left Him, and behold, angels came and ministered to Him. 

 

THE WAY OF SUFFERING 
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#166 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 
 

Offering Hymn #441:1,2 
We give Thee but Thine own, whate'er  the gift may be, all 
that we have is Thine alone, A trust, O Lord, from Thee. 
May we Thy bounties thus, as stewards true receive, and 
gladly, as thou blessest us, to thee our first fruits give 
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PRAYERS, THE LORD’S PRAYER 
all Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy 

name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on 
earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily 
bread; and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive 
those who trespass against us; and lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from evil. For Thine is 
the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 
and ever.  Amen. 

THE BENEDICTION 
p The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make 

His face shine upon you and be gracious to you. The 
Lord lift up His countenance upon you and give 
you peace. 

 
 

#175 When I Survey the Wonderous Cross 
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SUNDAY, MARCH 8 

9 am Worship Service 
10 am Sunday School 
10:15 Call Meeting, No BC 

MONDAY, MARCH 9 

6pm Women of Faith 

TUESDAY, MARCH 10 

2pm Bible Class 
7pm Elders 
7:30pm Council 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 

3:45 pm Catechism 
7 pm Lent Service 

FRIDAY, MARCH 13 

EC BB Tournaments 

SUNDAY, MARCH 15 

9am Worship Service 

FRUITS OF FAITH  
General Fund- $2279.39 
Missions - $180 
Building Fund - $320 
Building Fund from March 4th - 
$1270 
School Fund - $25 
Sunday Service – 91 
Wednesday Service - 34 
Sunday School – 5 
Bible Class- 16 

USHERS FOR MARCH 

Russ Brown, Jim Brown,  
Clay Bobek, Jim Kok 

COUNTER 

This Week Team # 5 
Keith Dickerson, Allen Henke 
Next Week Team # 6 
Jim, Greg Suwanski 

SNACKS FOR AFTER CHURCH 

Heartfelt gratitude to all those who 
have been bringing snacks for fel-
lowship after church. It is not an 
easy thing to do but it is appreciat-
ed.  
If you are able to help in the future 
there is a signup sheet on the bulle-
tin board.  

WOF 

The next WOF meeting will be 
Monday, March 9th at 6:00pm.  Ma-
rie will present God's Forgiving 
Hands. 

CLC CONVENTION 

The CLC convention this year is 
June 25-28 in Eau Claire WI. The 
Great Lakes delegates conference is 
in Madison June 1-2. We are looking 
for two volunteers to go to both as 
delegates. If you are willing to be 
considered, please let Pastor or Jar-
ed Swyter know.  
 



VBS 

Meeting after church on April 12. 

BUILDING FUND 

The building fund currently has 
about $10,000. We need $20,000 to 
redo the church roof this summer. 
We also need another $40,000 with-
in the next few years to redo the 
school roof.  

GAME NIGHTS 

March 27 – Bingo / Potluck 

NEXT WEEK’S READINGS 

Isaiah 42:14–21  
Psalm 142  
Eph. 5:8–14 
John 9:1–41 

CALL NEWS  

Pastor Johnathan Schnose of Bethel 
Ev. Lutheran Church, Morris, MN, 
has returned the call to Messiah Lu-
theran Church, Eau Claire, WI.  
Pastor Stefan Sonnenfeld of Re-
deemer Lutheran Church, Sister 
Lakes, MI, has returned the call to 
Living Hope Lutheran Church, Ap-
pleton, WI.  
Teacher Katie Naumann of Imman-
uel Lutheran School, Winter Haven, 
FL, has returned the call to Redeem-
er Lutheran School, Cheyenne, WY.  
Teacher Noah Ohlmann of Grace 
Ev. Lutheran School, Valentine, NE, 

has received the call to teach grades 
3-4 and serve as associate principal 
at Messiah Lutheran School, Eau 
Claire, WI.  
Pastor Tom Naumann of Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church, Madison Heights, 
MI, has received the call to Holy 
Cross Ev. Lutheran Church, Phoe-
nix, AZ.  
Teacher Karen Swyter has resigned 
her call to Faith Lutheran School, 
Markesan, WI.  
Dr. Daniel Sullivan has received the 
call from the CLC Call Committee 
for Educational Institutions to serve 
as a professor at Immanuel Luther-
an High School, College, and Semi-
nary in Eau Claire, WI.  
Dr. Daniel Schierenbeck has re-
ceived the two-year call from the 
CLC Call Committee for Educa-
tional Institutions to serve as the 
President of Immanuel Lutheran 
High School, College, and Seminary 
in Eau Claire, WI.  
Teacher Debra Mayhew has accept-
ed the full-time call to teach grades 
1-2 at Immanuel Ev. Lutheran 
School, Mankato, MN.  
Pastor Emeritus Paul Nolting has 
accepted a one-year part-time call 
to teach religion at Immanuel Ev. 
Lutheran School, Mankato, MN.  
Pastor Tom Naumann of Mt. Zion 
Lutheran Church, Madison Heights, 
MI, has received the call to Grace 
Lutheran Church, Fridley, MN. 
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Sermon Worksheet - Matthew 4:1-11 

What was Satan offering Jesus in the third temptation?  

 

 

What did Satan ask Jesus to do in return for the kingdoms 
of the world?  

 

 

Why is this temptation called “the easy way”?  

 

 

What is the connection between Jesus’ temptation in the 
desert and His prayer in the Garden of Gethsemane?  

 

 

What are some examples of the “the easy way” that people 
are tempted to choose today?  
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Why is being honest often harder than lying?  

 

 

What happened after Jesus resisted all three temptations?  

 

 

Why did Jesus choose the way of suffering instead of the 
easy way?  

 

 

What encouragement do we have when we face tempta-
tion? 
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